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COVID-19 Update  
 
The Secretary of State for Education, Nadhim Zahawi, has written to all education and childcare 
leaders to provide an update on the return to education and childcare following the holiday period. 
He also thanked all education staff for their ongoing dedication in keeping education and childcare 
settings open. 
An open letter from Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi to education and childcare leaders - The 
Education Hub (blog.gov.uk) 
 
Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 
Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close contacts. If a child 
under 5 is a contact of a confirmed case, they are not required to self-isolate and should not start 
daily testing. If they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 they should limit their 
contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19, and arrange to 
take a PCR test as soon as possible. They can continue to attend an education or childcare setting 
while waiting for the PCR result. If the test is positive, they should follow the stay at home: 
guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection. 
 
The Department for Education states that our shared priority is to keep education settings open 
and children and young people continuing face-to-face education. Where workforce issues arise, 
you may wish to use staff more flexibly where required to ensure your setting remains open, whilst 
ensuring that you continue to have appropriate support in place for pupils with SEND and comply 
with EYFS Ratios. Settings may need to consider combining some groups with a risk assessment. 
 
To date there have been no further changes to the Government’s Actions for Early Years guidance, 
but we encourage settings to monitor this link carefully. The UKHSA Flow Chart, Guidance for 
Childcare and Educational Settings in the Management of COVID-19 applies to all Early Years 
Providers and is attached to the email for your reference.  
 

Update to the definition of vulnerable children 
Although Early Years providers remain open to all children, it is recognised that there may come a 
time when settings may need to make changes to the way they operate under the Contingency 
Framework .If this is the case, in all circumstances, and in all settings, priority should continue to be 
given to vulnerable children and young people and children of critical workers to attend for their 
full eligible hours. 
 

There are three categories of children and young people who should benefit from on-site provision: 

 those with a social worker 

 those with an Education, Health and Care Plan 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/01/02/an-open-letter-from-education-secretary-nadhim-zahawi-to-education-and-childcare-leaders/?utm_source=2*20January*202022*20C19&utm_medium=Daily*20Email*20C19&utm_campaign=DfE*20C19__;JSUlJSUl!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!sVFBEfXBh07aRFvSzcuOWZXKnoNklDg84bOTPdcvWFXfu47i7no7CQDjUPAyadOlPfD_rSR3$
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2*20January*202022*20C19&utm_medium=Daily*20Email*20C19&utm_campaign=DfE*20C19__;JSUlJSUl!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!sVFBEfXBh07aRFvSzcuOWZXKnoNklDg84bOTPdcvWFXfu47i7no7CQDjUPAyadOlPZjftfAX$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2*20January*202022*20C19&utm_medium=Daily*20Email*20C19&utm_campaign=DfE*20C19__;JSUlJSUl!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!sVFBEfXBh07aRFvSzcuOWZXKnoNklDg84bOTPdcvWFXfu47i7no7CQDjUPAyadOlPZjftfAX$
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings


 a group of children considered locally, including by settings and local authorities, to be 
‘otherwise vulnerable’  

The Department for education has also updated the guidance on children of critical workers and 
vulnerable children who can access school or education settings to include a broader definition of 
children classified as vulnerable. In addition to the above, this list now includes:  

 children known to children’s social care services in the past 

 children whose home circumstances might be particularly challenging because of domestic 
abuse, parental offending, adult mental health issues, and drug and alcohol addiction 

 

COVID-19 and Ofsted Deferrals 
Recognising the challenges and impact of the COVIDS-19 pandemic, Ofsted has announced that 
early years settings, schools and colleges that are significantly impacted by COVID-related staff 
absence and the timing of their inspection or visit, can request a deferral.  
 
Settings are requested to make the request at the earliest opportunity to the inspector who 
notifies you of the inspection/visit. You should confirm this in writing (preferably by email to the 
notifying inspector) so that we can consider it promptly. 
 
Full details of the criteria for deferral and the process to request it can be found in the link below 
which should be read carefully.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferring-ofsted-inspections 
 

Reporting all cases of Covid to Ofsted  
It is still a requirement to report COVID-19 cases to Ofsted. 
Providers must notify Ofsted of any confirmed cases in the setting, whether a child or a staff 
member. You should also tell Ofsted if the setting has to close as a result. It is a legal requirement 
as set out in paragraph 3.52 of the early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework. Please 
report as soon as you are able to, and within 14 days. Please also tell Ofsted if you have a COVID-19 
incident at your childcare business to assure all the information required is included. 
  

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Monitors 
As part of the continuing effort to support education in the Covid-19 pandemic, the Department for 
Education (DfE) is providing CO2 monitors to state-funded education settings including all early 
years settings, including PVI settings, and childminders who work together in groups of four or 
more. These monitors help to identify where additional ventilation may be required and their 
ongoing use is encouraged as part of the measures to support COVID safety. The DfE expected all 
deliveries to have taken place by the end of the Autumn term. Please let Bristol Early Years know if 
you think your setting is eligible but have yet to receive the monitors via the following Google link.  
https://forms.gle/Y6uQMJudyi47TiVE9 
 
DfE has also produced a guide on using CO2 monitors in education and childcare settings, which is 
available via the DfE’s Google drive. If settings have any further queries about their DfE issued CO2 
monitor(s) they should call the DfE COVID-19 helpline on 0800 046 8687. 
 

Wellbeing 
Leading and working in an early years setting through the pandemic presents ongoing additional 
pressures for everyone in the sector. Please do take time to look after your own mental health as 
well as your colleagues and seek out help if you feel like you are struggling at any time.  
Useful sources of help  
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferring-ofsted-inspections
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tell-ofsted-if-you-have-a-covid-19-incident-at-your-childcare-business
https://forms.gle/Y6uQMJudyi47TiVE9
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=212cb26cc7&e=02b52b731b
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/


http://www.bristolmentalhealth.org/ 
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/nhs-voluntary-charity-services/charity-and-voluntary-
services/get-help-from-mental-health-helplines/ 
https://www.thrivebristol.org.uk/thriving-at-work-bristol/ 
 

Useful contacts 
All settings are able to contact their link EY Lead Teacher for further support and advice. If you are 
unsure of who your lead teacher is, please contact your area consultant. 
North Bristol – Kate.irvine@bristol-schools.uk 
East & Central – Ali.carrington@bristol-schools.uk 
South – pippa.hawkins@bristol-schools.uk 
Deborah Brown Free Entitlement Development Officer deborahbrown@bristol.gov.uk  
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