
 

 

Following completion of the EYFS Reforms briefings for Bristol schools, settings and childminders, and through 

discussions with our wider professional community, we would like to take the opportunity to share key priorities 

for the next few months and some commonly asked questions. 

Preparing for September - Key priorities: 

• To become confident and familiar with the statutory and non-statutory EYFS materials. The links for these 

are all available on the Bristol Early Years website EYFS reforms pages. 

• To use the reforms as an opportunity to review and develop the curriculum provided for your children by 

reflecting on the statutory educational programmes and evidence-based, non-statutory guidance. This 

should be reflected on alongside the needs and interests of your unique community.  

• Explore how your current formative and summative assessment practices support children’s learning and 

progress. Consider what is meaningful and what steps might be taken to reduce paperwork and reliance on 

collecting data that may not impact on outcomes for children. 

 

Commonly Asked Questions 

Where can I find key documents about the EYFS reforms? 

All key documents, both statutory and non-statutory, are on the Bristol Early Years website here: 

https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/eyfs-reforms/ 

This page will be updated with additional guidance as it is developed. 

What changes do I need to make to my assessment practices? 

Ongoing assessment will continue to be central to effective high quality EYFS practice. You will still need to observe 

children carefully but will not need to document everything you notice. It may be useful to review what 

documentation will be meaningful to monitor children’s progress, and how this is used to support effective 

planning. It is still important to have conversations about children’s learning with parents/carers and other 

professionals. Practitioners will need to be confident in their understanding of children’s learning and development 

and their ability to talk about this with others. 

How will Bristol Early Years support changes to assessment practices? 

The Bristol Early Years team are currently developing and updating guidance materials in consultation with schools 

and settings. This guidance will include support for both formative and summative assessment and what this might 

look like. There will be CPD to accompany the guidance. This will be ready for the new EYFS implementation in 

September 2021. 

What “precise assessment tools” can I use to support children that I am concerned about? 

Bristol Early Years is collating a number of useful tools that will support more detailed assessment. These will 

include existing Bristol tools that will be updated to align with the new EYFS eg. Differentiated Early years Outcome 
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(DEYO), Bristol Every Child A Talker (BECAT), Bristol Characteristics of Effective Learning. These updated documents 

will be ready to use from September 2021. In the meantime, they continue to be useful in their current format.  

Another tool that may also be used to support more detailed assessment of communication development: 

Communication Trust- Universally Speaking (Ages and Stages of Children’s Communication Development) 

 https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-point/professionals/tct-resources/universally-speaking/ 

Do I need to rewrite the curriculum for my school/setting? 

The EYFS reforms are a great opportunity to review what works well across all areas of learning and development. 

The statutory educational programmes provide the outline for your curriculum. Schools and settings can use non-

statutory guidance to inform curriculum planning as well as reflecting on the specific needs of their unique 

community and what they want children to learn. 

I work in a school; do I need to create progress curriculum maps or curriculum progression models? 

There has been concern from the DfE about practitioners creating unnecessary progress curriculum maps or 

curriculum progression models.  

Ofsted has stated on its social media platforms, that inspectors will not want to see curriculum progression 

documents but will want to talk with leaders to find out how they decide what it is they want children to learn and 

the order in which they support this, so that children make progress.  

It is important that the curriculum is not prescribed or narrow and that documentation does not put a ceiling on 

children's learning. 

What CPD will be available to support the implementation of the EYFS Reforms? 

Feedback from the sector has highlighted the following initial CPD priorities with an emphasis on child 

development: 

• Curriculum  

• Assessment 

• PSED including self-regulation 

• Communication & Language 

• Physical Development 

• Characteristics of Effective Teaching & Learning 

A programme of free CPD to support these priorities is being planned for facilitation online from Autumn 2021. 

These will be advertised through the Network CPD offer and via the Bristol Early Years website. 

Bristol Early Years Teaching School will also provide CPD to support the reforms with a variety of facilitators 

including national trainers. The new CPD offer from September 2021 will be on the Bristol Early Years website 

https://beytc.co.uk/ 

Who can I contact if I have further questions or if I need support? 

If you are an EYFS practitioner in a school or setting please contact your Area Consultant who can connect you with 

your Early Years Lead Teacher. 

North- kate.irvine@bristol-schools.uk 

South- Nicky.bale@bristol.gov.uk 

East/Central- ali.carrington@bristol-schools.uk 

If you are a Childminder, please contact the childminding support team-  cmsupport@bristol.gov.uk 
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