
                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  Session Date and time  Description 

Enabling Outdoor Environments 
in a Childminder setting 

 

Wed 21st April 
7pm – 9pm 

A reflective workshop to help childminders consider 
how to develop outdoor learning environments for 
their children, with a particular focus on how to 
promote Maths and Literacy outdoors. 

Facilitated by Jane Smith, North Childminding Hub 
Leader and Lucy Dale, Childminding Support Worker. 

Supports Bristol Standard Dimensions 1,3,4, &5 

Accounting Monitoring and 
Impact – a discussion session using 
Bristol Standard Dimension 10 

Thurs 22nd April 
7pm - 8 30pm 
 

Join Jo Franklin, Lead Teacher and Julia Harkess, 
Childminding Support, for a discussion. We’ll look at 
what systems we have for recording learning and 
development, along with the systems to record and 
instigate support, if there are concerns about a 
child. This session will help you think about the 
systems that should be in place or could be improved 
upon for the effective leadership and management 
aspects of the setting. 
This ‘ideas-share’ with colleague-childminders is 
relaxed and open to all; you do not need to be on the 
Bristol Standard journey to attend.   
 

Online options for professional development 
Childcare.co.uk webinars  are every Tuesday evening. You must access the webinars live, unless you have gold 
membership.  
Pacey's EY smart online training offers free, short, ten-minute courses of best practice, filmed in real childcare 
settings.  
Siren Films have a library of inspiring, bite-sized, training clips, including the Characteristics of Effective Learning 
which are free to watch! 

 

Childminder Training Plan. April – July 2021                                       
Continuous Professional Development                                          

All childminder CPD sessions for the summer term 2021 are by Zoom 
All childminder CPD sessions are free to childminders, apart from Paediatric First Aid which is £90.  
Book on by emailing cmsupport@bristol.gov.uk or by phoning Tel 0117 357 4192. Certificates are emailed after 
the session. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
             
  
 

 

  

The Bristol Standard 
Do you feel isolated as a childminder? Take advantage of our professional, discussion sessions with 
colleagues, based around the ten ‘dimensions’ of early years practice. These sessions are an opportunity to talk 
about what you do and to get ideas to develop your own practice. The Zoom sessions are friendly and informal 
and are led by Jo, a Lead Teacher, and Julia, a Childminding Support Worker and ex-childminder. You don’t 
have to be doing the Bristol Standard to join the discussions! 
 
If you would like to know more about taking part in the Bristol Standard process, contact Julia Harkess, email 
cmsupport@bristol.gov.uk The Bristol Standard process has been revamped to make it lighter and it’s all online 
now too. 
                                                            

 

In the summer term 2021 the three area Childminding Hubs will organise outdoor sessions or online sessions 
childminders and minded children. Sometimes there are evening learning events too. The Childminding Hubs 
Leads email you directly about these area-based, professional development opportunities.  

 

https://www.childcare.co.uk/webinars?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxOvQ84Sl6wIVQe3tCh3B_gceEAAYASAAEgIUWPD_BwE
https://www.pacey.org.uk/training-and-qualifications/training-from-pacey/ey-smart/
https://www.sirenfilms.co.uk/library/
mailto:cmsupport@bristol.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/bredsm/Desktop/cmsupport@bristol.gov.uk


Supporting Behaviour - 
understanding children’s 
behaviour as a form of 
communication 

 

Wed 28th April 
6 30pm – 8pm 

The aims of the workshop are to: 

• Develop our understanding of how to support 
children’s emotional and mental health needs 
(SEMH) 

• Develop our understanding about why we are 
seeing different behaviours and how best to 
meet the needs. 

• Recognise and develop our awareness of how 
what we provide and how we act can influence 
the children’s behaviour. 

• Agree some key actions for our practice and 
provision to try and reduce incidents of 
challenging behaviour 

• Look at some strategies to use to when 
dealing with challenging behaviour. 

The session will be delivered by Katie Duncan, 
Portage and Inclusion Specialist 
 
Supports Bristol Standard Dimensions 2,3,5,6, &9 

Exploring Food in a Childminder 
Setting 
 

Mon 10th May 
7pm – 8 15pm 

This workshop will look at ways of exploring food with 
young children, focusing on fresh produce and 
following the children’s interests. Jo will discuss 
essential skills to encourage a child-led approach to 
cooking which include: 

• ideas for lunches that the children can be 
involved in preparing 

• ideas for linking plot to plate through growing 
fresh produce. 

• safe knife-skills and safety in the home 
environment  

Jo Ingleby is the director of The Children’s Kitchen 
which is a ‘Feeding Bristol' project which encourages 
young children and families to explore and grow fresh 
food. Jo works closely with the Bristol Early Years 
service, supporting food education in settings and in 
the network of food clubs.  
Supports Bristol Standard Dimension 5 

Partnerships with Parents and the 
Local Community – a discussion 
session using Dimension 9 of the 
Bristol Standard 
 

Thurs 13th May 
7pm – 8 30pm 
 

Join Jo Franklin and Julia Harkess for a discussion 
session on Partnerships with Parents and the Local 
Community. This session is an informal, supportive 
opportunity to network with your childminding 
colleagues and share ideas and thoughts on how we 
nurture partnerships with parents, sharing information 
about achievements and experiences and how to help 
parents feel included in their child’s day. We’ll also 
discuss how we can link with outside agencies and the 
community. 
This session is open to all; you do not need to be on 
the Bristol Standard journey to attend. You are given 
notes from the ideas and thoughts which are shared 
during the session, and a certificate of attendance. 
 

Child Protection and 
Safeguarding for Childminders 

 

Sat 15th May 
9 30am -12 30pm 
logging in at 9 15am  
 

 
 
 
 
 

This session is an introduction and overview of Child 
Protection and Safeguarding delivered by the KBSP 
approved tutor, Mandy Parry. All childminders should 
attend this overview session within 6 months of 
registering with Ofsted and thereafter update their 
safeguarding training at least once every three years. 
 
Supports Bristol Standard Dimensions 1,7 &10 



Paediatric First Aid 
 

Sat 15th May 
9am – 3pm at  
Upper Horfield 
Community Trust 
Second session  
Sat 22nd May at 
Southmead 
Children’s Centre 
9am-3pm 
£90 but free for 
childminder 
assistants 

This is a 12 hour course in person, but socially- 
distanced with infection control measures. 
Kathryn Doul tailors the Paediatric First Aid course to 
childminders in line with Annex A of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. The two-session course is 
enlivened with relevant, real scenarios.  
Kathryn is a qualified trainer and assessor with St 
John’s Ambulance (including Covid 19 infection 
control) and a member of the professional first aid 
training body, FOFATO.                                                                
Bring packed lunch and wear clothes suitable for lying 
on the floor!  
 
Supports Bristol Standard Dimensions 7 &10 

EYFS Reforms Briefing for 
Childminders 

 

Mon 17th May or 
Wed 19th May or 
Thurs 20th May or 
Mon 24th May 
7pm – 8 30pm  
 
 

Choose a briefing date and find out what is changing 
in September 2021! 
The briefing will look at changes to the EYFS statutory 
framework, as well as considering the two non-
statutory documents; Development Matters and Birth 
to 5 Matters. Briefings will also include the key 
messages from these documents and from Ofsted in 
relation to assessment, as well as guidance from 
Bristol Early Years department. 
The briefings will be co-delivered by members of the 
Childminding Support Team and Childminding Hub 
Lead Teachers. 
 
Supports Bristol Standard Dimension 1,7 &10 

Makaton Taster 

 

Tues 8th June 
6 30pm – 8 30pm 

An introduction to Makaton which will equip you with 
40 signs to support the development of children’s 
communication.   
Facilitator Rachael Clelland is the SENCO for the 
childminders and a qualified Makaton trainer. 
 
Supports Bristol Standard Dimensions 1,2, 5 &8 

Responding to Trauma and 
Adversity  

 

Thurs 17th June 
7pm – 9pm 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) are highly 
stressful, and potentially traumatic events which can 
have a long-lasting impact on a young person’s 
mental health and the relationships they have with 
other people. As professionals, we need to learn how 
to spot signs of trauma through behaviours, take time 
to listen and understand what lies behind these 
behaviours and avoid jumping to conclusions and 
making assumptions. We need to be sensitive to the 
wider context of the person’s life, how this impacts on 
them and learn how to become an ‘emotionally 
available adult’ to each and every child, in order to 
make a difference.  

Tutors Melissa Watkins, Specialist Leader of 
Education and Rachel Landen, Childminding Support 
Worker, are qualified in the Diploma in Trauma and 
Mental Health Informed Schools and will bring the 
knowledge to the early years context.     

Supports Bristol Standard Dimensions 1,2,3,6,8,9,10 



Supporting Children with 
Social Communication and 
Interaction Difficulties 

 
 

Thurs 24th June 
6 30pm – 8 30pm 

A session that looks at ways to support children who 
are struggling with difficulties that may be associated 
with early indicators of Autism. Identifying the specific 
areas for development and ways to support their 
progress and wellbeing. 
Tutor Sarah Swann, Senior Early Years Portage and 
Inclusion Specialist. 
 
Supports Bristol Standard Dimension 1,2,3,4,5,6,8 &9 

Encouraging Language 
Development in Early 
Childhood  
 
 
Hanen Workshops for Early 
Childhood Education Consultants 
and Trainers 

 

Tues 29th June, 
Tues 6th July, 
Tues 13th July. 
6 30pm – 21.00 
each session 
 

This is a licensed Hanen course which will enable you 
to fine-tune the essential, adult-child interaction skills. 
“The training addresses how educators/childminders 
can use everyday conversations, play and daily 
routines to promote the communication and social 
development of all children, including those with 
language delays and those who are second language 
learners. Participants learn how to: 

• Identify children’s conversational styles and 
the role you play in interactions 

• Implement six steps to following the child’s 
lead: Observe, Wait and Listen, Be Face to 
Face, Imitate, Interpret, Comment, and Join in 
and Play 

• Help children become better conversation 
partners by using appropriate questions, 
comments and turn-taking cues 

• Use five important steps to ensure that no child 
is left out of the interaction during group 
activities.” 

This course is spread over three weeks. Attend all 
three sessions to receive the Hanen certificate. You 
will also need to purchase a workbook @ £14.99. The 
course is delivered by Karen Heverin, Speech and 
Language Therapist.   

Supports Bristol Standard Dimensions 1,2,3,6 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion -

a discussion using Dimension 8 
of the Bristol Standard  

Thurs 8th July 
7pm - 8 30pm 

An informal, supportive opportunity to network with 
your childminding colleagues and share ideas and 
thoughts on how we can be culturally sensitive, value 
and celebrate difference within our settings, ensuring 
we promote diversity whilst guarding against a 
tokenistic approach 

Join Jo Franklin and Julia Harkess for this discussion 
session on equality, diversity and inclusion in the 
childminding setting. This session is open to all; you 
do not need to be on the Bristol Standard journey to 
attend.   

 

http://www.hanen.org/Professional-Development/Workshops-for-Educators.aspx
http://www.hanen.org/Professional-Development/Workshops-for-Educators.aspx
http://www.hanen.org/Professional-Development/Workshops-for-Educators.aspx

