
Dear colleagues, 
 
Last week saw the launch of the Are you OK? Campaign by Keeping Bristol Safe Partnership (KBSP) 
and Bristol City Council. It aims to encourage people to focus attention on each other’s wellbeing 
and to consider whether friends, family and neighbours could be struggling or at risk as the national 
lockdown begins to ease. 
 
The campaign will initially focus on three priority areas: the safeguarding of adult and children, 
domestic abuse and mental health, and will encourage people to contact support services if they, or 
someone they know, needs help. 

Ivan Powell, Chair of the Keeping Bristol Safe Partnership, said: “We all need to make sure that, with 
lockdown gradually easing and people leaving home more often, the most vulnerable in our society 
are not forgotten. We’ve seen many acts of kindness during the pandemic, and I hope this spirit of 
togetherness and looking out for one another will continue as restrictions lift further, so that we can 
recognise when something isn’t right and seek the help that is available.” 

The coronavirus outbreak has had an impact on the physical and mental health of many of Bristol’s 
most vulnerable people. Lockdown restrictions have meant that many of those most at risk, such as 
people experiencing domestic or child abuse, may be missing out on receiving help, or do not know 
where to seek it. 

Referrals to support services reflect this concern. Bristol’s child and families services initially saw a 
reduction in referrals by a third when Covid-19 measures were introduced. Bristol has also seen a 
reduction in contact to its Safeguarding Adults Team for adults at risk with care and support needs. 
Both statistics follow the national pattern. 

KBSP will continue to work with partners to expand mental health services ready for an expected 
increase in demand, as the mental and emotional impacts of isolation, bereavement, loss of income 
and dramatic changes of routine are felt. 

Further information about Are you OK? can be found here bristolsafeguarding.org/areyouok 

Could we ask that you share this campaign amongst your teams and services. 
 

 

http://www.bristolsafeguarding.org/areyouok


 
Kind regards, 
 
 

Keeping Bristol Safe Partnership  
 
Telephone:  0117 35 76257 
Post: KBSP Business Unit (City Hall),  
Bristol City Council,  
PO Box 3399, Bristol BS1 9NE 
Website: bristolsafeguarding.org 

@KBSPartnership 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bristolsafeguarding.org/
https://twitter.com/KBSPartnership

