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 Coronavirus (COVID-19) protective measures risk assessment 
This is a guideline risk assessment for dealing with the current COVID-19 situation in a childminding setting. The control measures, actions and 
activities are taken directly from the government advice. Some comments and ideas have been written in green italics and can be deleted and 
amended to reflect exactly what you will do in your own childminding setting. Ensure the risk assessment is updated with any changes in the 
government advice.  

 
Name of 
childminding 
setting:  

 
 
 

Date of this risk 
assessment: 
Version: 2 

 

Risk being 
accessed:  

This risk assessment will assist in preventing the transmission of Coronavirus (Covid-19) in the setting.  
 

Aim:  To support the health and safety of all children, families, assistants, childminder and household  
 

Risk assessment 
to be reviewed on:    

Date: Main government guidelines:  
 
Actions for early years and childcare providers during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 
Last updated 27 July 2020 
 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in 
education and childcare settings 
Last updated 1st June 2020 
 

Safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care 
settings, including the use of personal protective equipment 
(PPE)  
Last updated 21st July 
 
COVID-19: cleaning in non-healthcare settings outside the 
home 
Updated 15 July 2020 
 
Links have been updated here 

This risk 
assessment is in 
line with the main 
methods of 
limiting the 
transmission of 
Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) as per 
the government 
guidance.  

1. Infection prevention and control through 
frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory 
hygiene practices 

2. Infection prevention and control through 
regular cleaning practices  

 

3. Infection prevention and control through 
minimising contact and mixing: social 
distancing.  

 

4. Infection prevention and control by 
responding to individuals who are unwell 
with coronavirus symptoms and  avoiding 
contact with anyone with symptoms 

People at risk:  Children (including before and after-school arrivals) 
Parents and carers 
Childminding assistants  
Childminder’s household                                                                                                                                                                           
Considering anyone as above with vulnerabilities 

Describe any particular issues relating to the childminding 
premises 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
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1. Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 

 

Infection prevention and control through frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices. 

What is the hazard?: Risk of Covid-19 transmission through poor hygiene practices. 
 

Control measures 
Control measures are 
actions and/or activities 
that are taken to prevent, 
eliminate or reduce the 
occurrence of a hazard 
that you have identified. 

 

What is being done to control this risk now? Can you do anything 
else to lower the risk 

further? 
 

Ideas and 
resources for 

implementation. 
 

Cleaning/washing hands 
regularly 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good respiratory hygiene 
practices. 

Upon entry to the setting everyone must wash their hands; hand washing 
facilities will be made available.  Hand washing should ideally be done with 
soap and running water but this might not be possible at the front door, so in 
this situation hand sanitiser is a good substitute. Be aware of health and 
safety when dispensing hand sanitizer for young children - it may be 
necessary to use age appropriate hand sanitizer and to use a pea sized 
amount under supervision. Soap dispenser pumps are thought to be more 
hygienic than a bar of soap – you can wash the dispenser itself. 
 
Hands will be washed regularly using soap and running water. The 
government guidance is to wash hands for 20 seconds.  Hands will be dried 
well using single use paper towels or cloth towels. Cloth towels will be 
washed on a hot wash. 
 
Young children will be supervised to ensure they wash their hands more 
frequently and thoroughly. Children will be reminded to wash their hands 
more often throughout the session, for example before starting a new play 
activity and before and after eating.  
 
Everyone is encouraged to avoid touching face, eyes, nose or mouth with 
unclean hands.  
Good respiratory hygiene will be promoted - ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ - using a 
fresh tissue each time. The tissue will be disposed of immediately into a 
lidded bin. Tissues will be readily available and the bin emptied frequently to 

Awareness of good 
handwashing techniques will 
be promoted and 
encouraged.  
 
Ensure that soap dispensers 
and antibacterial hand gels 
are full from the start of each 
day and readily available. 
 
 
Posters and signs will be 
displayed to encourage 
handwashing and effective 
hygiene practice. 
 
Display poster to promote the 
‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 
message. 
 
 
 
 
 

NHS hand washing 
song for children. 
 
Busy bees hand 
washing song, to the 
tune of Happy 
Birthday.  
 
NHS 'Best way to 
wash your hands' 
guide. 
 
Germs awareness 
experiment to 
encourage an 
understanding of the 
need for 
handwashing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9VjeIWLnEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9VjeIWLnEg
https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/handWashingSongActivity.pdf
https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/handWashingSongActivity.pdf
https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/handWashingSongActivity.pdf
https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/handWashingSongActivity.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/best-way-to-wash-your-hands/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/best-way-to-wash-your-hands/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/best-way-to-wash-your-hands/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/germs-experiment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/germs-experiment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/germs-experiment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/germs-experiment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/germs-experiment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/germs-experiment
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ensure effective sanitation.  Ideally a lidded bin which can be operated hands 
free, one with a foot pedal would be ideal. 
 
Opportunities will be provided for children to learn and practise good hygiene 
through games, songs and repetition. Children’s understanding of good 
hygiene will be supported by using age appropriate visuals.  

Cough and sneeze, elbows 
please, if no tissues are 
readily available.  

Cough and sneeze, 
elbows please video 
clip. 
 
Catch it. Kill it Bin it. 
NHS poster 
 
 

What is the Hazard: Risk of Covid-19 transmission through poor hygiene practices 
Is the hazard adequately controlled by implementing the hygiene and cleaning control measures detailed above?  Yes/No (Please indicate)     

 

2. Regular cleaning practices 

Infection prevention and control through regular cleaning practices. 
What is the hazard: Risk of Covid-19 transmission through poor cleaning practices. 

 

Control measures 
 

What is being done to control this risk now? Can you do anything 
else to lower the risk 

further? 

Ideas for 
implementation. 

 
Surface cleaning 
and sanitation. 
 

Shared and frequent contact points such as door handles, banisters and chairs 
will be cleaned frequently. 
 
Toilets will be cleaned after each use and deep cleaned at the end of the day.  
Only toys and resources that are easily cleaned will be available. These will be 
cleaned as required and deep cleaned at the end of the day.  
You may want to consider the amount of toys readily available. The fewer toys 
available the easier it will be to monitor the need for cleaning. Maybe consider 
rotating toys daily, so that children are still accessing a variety. 
 
Play resources and equipment will also be cleaned between different groups of 
children.  
 
The sharing of items between home and the setting will be kept to an absolute 
minimum to avoid the risk of cross contamination.   
Consider keeping a child’s comforter at the setting (hoping they have more than 
one).Think about spare clothes and whether it might be better to keep some at 
the setting. Consider using a digital form of daily diary/information sharing 

The cleaning guidelines set 
out by the government will be 
followed. 
 
The use of high touch, 
shared contact items will be 
limited where possible.  
Consider parents messaging 
or phoning to say they’ve 
arrived rather than using the 
doorbell or knocker. 
 
Toys will be rotated to allow 
adequate time for cleaning 
and to reduce the risk of 
contamination to future users. 
 
The use of soft furnishings, 

COVID-19: cleaning in 
non-healthcare 
settings 
 
Ensure an adequate 
supply of soap 
antibacterial gel and 
cleaning products. 
 
Thinking about 
rotation; for example, 
have a box of books 
for each day’s 
childcare thus limiting 
contamination and to 
do the same with soft 
toys, blankets etc. and 
then washing at the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR_QiBBjzG4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR_QiBBjzG4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR_QiBBjzG4
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2017/09/catch-bin-kill.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2017/09/catch-bin-kill.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
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(WhatsApp works well). If children bring their own meals consider how this might 
be managed 
 
Soiled clothes will be dealt with hygienically with upmost consideration given to 
minimising infection risk. 
Consider whether you would wash the clothes or send home in a sealed bag. 
Don’t shake out soiled laundry items 
 
 
Toileting accidents, sneezes and spills will be cleaned immediately. 
 
Children will have individual cups and eating utensils, which will be washed after 
each use. Think about how children can access drinking water safely and 
regularly, maybe individual bottles. 
 
Cleaning will take place throughout the day when required and a thorough clean 
will be implemented at the end of each day. 
 
Soiled items such as nappies will be bagged and removed as soon as possible 
and bins emptied regularly and safely as required. 
 
For children who sleep at the setting, individual cot bedding is provided and will 
be washed on a hot wash and cots sprayed with antibacterial spray between  
uses. 

such as blankets and 
cushions will be limited.  
Consider whether these 
could be rotated daily and 
washed between uses. You 
might want to cover a 
sofa/armchair with a sheet 
which you can wash. 
 
The children will be 
encouraged to understand, 
the importance of not sharing 
food or eating and drinking 
utensils. 

end of the day ready 
for another day. 
 
Consider asking 
parents to put a bag 
together of the things 
their child might need 
and delivering it to the 
setting at least 72 
hours (this is taking 
into consideration the 
length of time germs 
may live on surfaces) 
before the child 
resumes their place at 
the setting. This can 
then be isolated until 
the risk of cross 
contamination has 
passed and placed on 
peg/stored for the 
child. Used items sent 
home in tied plastic 
bag with the children, 
request for 
replacements with 
parents, and repeat 
the cycle. 

Disposal of PPE and 
face coverings  
 
This section has been 
added 

Any homemade non-disposable face coverings that staff or children are wearing 
when they arrive at my setting must be removed by the wearer and put in a 
plastic bag that the wearer has brought with them in order to take it home. The 
wearer must then clean their hands. 

 COVID-19: cleaning 
of non-healthcare 
settings outside the 
home. 
Last updated 15 July 
2020 
 
Safe working in 
education, childcare 
and children’s social 
care settings, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
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including the use of 
personal protective 
equipment (PPE) 
Updated 21 July 2020 
 
Links have been 
updated 

What is the hazard: Risk of Covid-19 transmission through poor cleaning practices 
Is the hazard adequately controlled by implementing the hygiene and cleaning control measures detailed above?  Yes/No (Please indicate) 

 

3. Minimising contact and mixing: social distancing 

Infection prevention and control through minimising contact and mixing: social distancing.   
What is the Hazard: Risk of Covid-19 transmission through close contact with others 
 

Control measures 
 

What is being done to control this risk now? Can you do anything 
else to lower the risk 

further? 

Ideas and 
resources for 

implementation. 
 
 

Shielded and clinically 
vulnerable children and 
young people 
 
 
This section altered as 
shielding paused from 1st 
Aug 
 

1st August - The government is advising that clinically, extremely vulnerable 
groups no longer need to shield. This is because the rates of transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) in the community have fallen significantly. 
 
Extremely vulnerable children can return to school and go outside as much 
as they like. If there was a local lockdown children and adults who are on 
the shielding list would be contacted Local restrictions: areas with an 
outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19)  
 
 

Liaise with the families to 
ascertain and identify any 
potential risk to family 
members. 

Updated 4 August 
2020 
Guidance on shielding 
and protecting people 
who are clinically 
extremely vulnerable 
from COVID-19  
 
Replaced guidance as 
previous guidance 
was withdrawn 

Children with SEND 
 
This section has been 
added 

“In light of the removal of bubbles from 20 July, where applicable, I will 
continue to keep risk assessments for children with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND) up-to-date and should look to bring back 
more children with SEND in accordance with the SEND risk assessment 
guidance. Their return should be informed by their risk assessment.” 
Liaise with the local authority in this instance, to see if a child, with SEND, 

 Actions for early years 
and childcare 
providers during the 
coronavirus (COVID-
19) outbreak  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-restrictions-areas-with-an-outbreak-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-restrictions-areas-with-an-outbreak-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
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returning to your setting is appropriate. If the child remained at your setting 
during lockdown, liaise with the local authority regarding the return of 
additional childminded children.  

Rachel Clelland 
SENCO – Work 
mobile 07827979623 
SCCIPS 
 

Minimising contact with 
others. 

The need for ‘bubbles’ in larger settings (which was never applicable to 
childminders) was removed on 20th July. Where early years providers have 
mixed age groups (under-fives and over-fives) together they will need to, as 
far as possible, keep all children irrespective of age in small consistent 
groups of no more than 15 with consistent staff, according to government 
guidance. 
 
Wraparound care can be provided indoors and outdoors. 
Childminders can do pick-ups and drop-offs but I will try and limit the 
number of children who are accompanying me (the childminder), if that is 
possible. Childminders can transport children in a car but consider 
ventilation and cleaning of handles 
 
Wherever possible children should attend just one setting. Should that not 
be achievable then everything will be done to reduce any potential risk of 
infection transmission. Efforts will be made to liaise with parents and the 
other setting to ensure procedures are instigated to minimise the risks, for 
example, strategies in place for school pick-ups. Is there a possibility of 
keeping early years children and after-school children separate in different 
rooms in your house, to minimise the risk of infection and to keep the 
contact bubble as small as possible?  
 

Have you got an outdoor 
space which you can use 
more? 
 

 

Drop off/pick up times 
 

I will be make it clear to parents that if they, their children or any member of 
the household have the symptoms of Covid-19 (high temperature or a 
persistent cough) their child will not be allowed to attend the setting. There 
will be signage at entry points to remind them of this. Your sickness policy 
can be amended with your expectations of parental responsibility and your 
response to Covid 19 symptoms 
 
Drop off and pick up times will be staggered to ensure risk of infection is 
reduced and social distancing maintained. 
 
There will be clear instructions for parents and carers regarding drop-off and 
pick-up procedures that minimise adult to adult contact. Any information that 

Parents will not be allowed 
into the setting. Drop offs and 
collections will happen at the 
entrance to the setting. The 
government guidance says 
“Do not allow parents or 
carers into the setting unless 
this is essential” Could 
parents socially distance in 
your garden while waiting? 
 
Parents will be expected to 
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needs sharing should be done via phone or messaging rather than face to 
face. 
 
Where possible the same parent will always be responsible for collecting 
and dropping off their child, ensuring that the number of people accessing 
the setting is minimised, along with the risk of infection.   
Where parents and carers are waiting to drop off or collect their child we will 
remind them to adhere to social distance guidelines. 
 
Anyone accessing the setting will be expected to wash or clean their hands 
prior to entering. 
 
 

remain a safe distance away 
if another parent is dropping 
off/collecting.   
If travelling by car maybe 
they can stay in the car until it 
is safe for them to approach 
the setting. 
 
Parents will be expected to 
phone or message to 
announce their arrival, rather 
than touching the doorbell. 
 

Travelling to and from the 
setting 
 
Small addition re. face 
masks 
 
 
 

Consideration will be given to how staff, parents, carers and children travel 
to and from the setting and I will discourage travel on public transport where 
possible. It is the law that anyone travelling must now wear a face covering 
when travelling in England on public transport. I will remind all to this 
requirement. 
Parents will be signposted to the government guidelines regarding safer 
travel guidance for passengers. 
If I transport children in my car I will open windows for ventilation; consider 
seating to maximise distance between children; clean door handles; 
consider whether singing would increase transmission and consider whether 
it would be helpful if I wore a mask (although not required) 

Families will be encouraged 
to walk to the setting when 
possible. 

Coronavirus - covid-
19 - safer travel 
guidance for 
passengers. 
Last updated 25 July 
2020 
 

Mealtimes. Consideration will be given to the best way of providing food. It may be safer 
for the setting to provide food rather than risk contamination from outside 
the setting.  
 
Children will be spaced far enough apart not to reach each other’s food at 
mealtimes. 
 
Children will have individual eating utensils which are washed thoroughly 
after use.   
 

 
 
 

If children are bringing 
their own food, think 
about how this can be 
stored and containers 
cleaned to prevent 
cross contamination 
for example -- wipe 
down lunch boxes or 
transfer food to your 
own boxes 

Building/premises Areas will be kept well ventilated by keeping windows open where possible. 
Bearing in mind that open windows can present risks in themselves for 
young children! 
 
Measures will be in place to ensure that only one child at a time accesses 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
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the bathroom at any one time, where possible. 
 
Consideration will continue to be given regarding the amount of permitted 
floor space per child as set out in the EYFS Statutory Framework. Early 
years providers are not expected to socially distance young children. The 
EYFS says that children under 2 years need 3.5 m² per child, 2 year olds 
need 2.5 m² per child and children aged 3 to 5 years need 2.3 m² per child - 
if you are reducing the amount of rooms you are now using, you might need 
to ensure there is still adequate floor space per child.  

 

Meetings and 
communicating with 
parents. 

Consider if paper learning diaries should no longer be used to help reduce 
the risk of infection.  
 
When handing over young children, I will aim to do this as swiftly and safely, 
maintaining as little adult to adult contact as possible. Note that this is 
government guideline but for a young child’s safety and/or sense of security 
there may need to be adult to adult contact. 
 
Where meetings cannot be undertaken remotely, we will maintain a 2m 
separation in accordance with the government guidelines. The meeting will 
be held outside if possible. 
 
All adults will be discouraged from any physical contact.   

Other ways of sharing 
information daily will be 
considered, for example, 
using Whatsapp. 
 
To keep the handovers as 
safe and swift as possible 
any conversations will be 
done over the phone. 
 
 

 

Visitors  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Added 

There will be no non-essential visitors attending the setting. Should there 
need to be tradesmen visiting the setting all efforts will be made to ensure 
this happens when no children are present. If in extreme cases a tradesmen 
needs to be attending the setting whilst children are present then social 
distancing guidelines will be adhered to along with safeguarding procedures 
that are already in place. In either scenario, all efforts will be made to 
minimise the risk of infection.  
 
I will discuss if other essential professionals (such as social workers, speech 
and language therapists or professional supporting a child with additional 
needs) need to attend in person or can do so virtually. If they need to attend 
in person, they should closely follow the protective measures in my setting, 
and the number of attendances should be kept to a minimum. Where 
possible to do so, social distancing should be maintained. 
 
If a friend of your own child wishes to visit after school or during the summer 
holidays, obviously you have to remain in ratio while you are minding and 

 Actions for early years 
and childcare 
providers during the 
coronavirus (COVID-
19) outbreak  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
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also consider the infection risk to minded children. The solution may be to 
keep the visit outdoors or you may think it is not a good idea at all while you 
are childminding. 

Play activities/curriculum  
 

Where possible activities will happen outdoors. 
In line with government guidance; it is impossible to expect children to 
respect social distancing and children will not be expected to do so within 
the setting.   
 
 
 

Efforts will be made to 
encourage an understanding 
of what social distancing 
means, using games to 
promote an understanding of 
2 metres apart. 

Activities to promote 
an understanding of 2 
metres.. Use one tray 

per child for messy 
play. Maybe a sand 
pit is not advisable. 
You might want to 
have a set of craft 
utensils per child -, 
scissors, pens 
 
 

Going outdoors According to the current government advice 6 households can gather 
outdoors. This what it says for Early Years settings: 
.”Settings should maximize use of private outdoor space. Early years 
providers, including childminders, may take small groups of children to 
outdoor public spaces, for example parks, provided that a risk assessment 
demonstrates that they can stay 2 metres away from other people wherever 
possible. This should be restricted to small groups and should be done in 
line with wider government guidelines on the number of people who can 
meet in outdoor public places. Providers should not take larger groups of 
children to public outdoor spaces at one time.” 
 
Outdoor playgrounds are open again. If I visit a playground I will take 
particular care to wash children’s hands after use and tell them to avoid 
touching their face. I will supervise children carefully to maintain good 
hygiene when using public parks. 

 Actions for early years 
and childcare 
providers during the 
coronavirus (COVID-
19) outbreak  

Children returning from 
holidays abroad – 
quarantine 
Added 

I will expect parents returning from holiday abroad to follow the government 
guidance on self-isolation for 14 days in the UK, unless the holiday 
destination was on the list of exempt counties. 

 Coronavirus (COVID-
19): how to self-
isolate when you 
travel to the UK 

https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/twoMetreActivity.pdf
https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/twoMetreActivity.pdf
https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/twoMetreActivity.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do#gatherings-public-spaces-and-outdoor-activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do#gatherings-public-spaces-and-outdoor-activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk
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Wellbeing  I will support the mental health of children, families and staff. 
 
We cannot keep young children at arm’s length, they need the reassurance 
of being held – being held is critical for young children’s well-being. 

Guidance on how to support 
mental health and well-being 
will be sought if needed. 

Guidance from MIND 
regarding mental 
health & wellbeing 
aspects of 
Coronavirus for 
adults. 
 
Young minds child's 
mental health during 
the coronavirus 
(COVID-19)  
 
NSPCC guidance for 
supporting children's 
well being regarding 
Covid - 19 
 

What is the hazard: Transmission of Covid-19 through close contact with others 
Is the hazard adequately controlled by implementing the social distancing control measures detailed above?  Yes/No (Please indicate) 

 

4. Individuals who are unwell: avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 

Infection prevention and control by responding to individuals who are unwell with coronavirus symptoms and  avoiding contact with anyone with 
symptoms 

What is the hazard: transmission of Covid-19 by contact with an individual who is unwell 
 

Control measures 
 
 

What is being done to control this risk now? Can you do anything 
else to lower the risk 

further? 
 

Ideas and resources 
for implementation. 

 

Recognising the 
symptoms of coronavirus 

I have an understanding of the symptoms of Covid-19 and where to get 
further information. The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-
19) are a new, continuous cough or a high temperature (over 37.8 degrees). 

 NHS guidance on 
coronavirus symptoms. 
Ear thermometers are 
the most accurate 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
guidancehttps://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
guidancehttps://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
guidancehttps://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
guidancehttps://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
guidancehttps://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
guidancehttps://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/depression-anxiety-mental-health/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIten84MfU6QIViK3tCh2cpgD-EAAYAiAAEgKoc_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/depression-anxiety-mental-health/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIten84MfU6QIViK3tCh2cpgD-EAAYAiAAEgKoc_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/depression-anxiety-mental-health/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIten84MfU6QIViK3tCh2cpgD-EAAYAiAAEgKoc_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/
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Protective personal 
equipment (PPE) 

I will wear PPE if I am caring for a child who becomes unwell and while they 
await collection, if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for 
a very young child or a child with complex needs).  
Disposable gloves will be worn for nappy changing. 

 
 
 
 

 

Disposal of PPE and face 
coverings  
 
This section has been 
added 

To dispose of waste such as disposable cleaning cloths, face coverings, 
tissues and PPE from people with symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), 
including people who are self-isolating and members of their household: 

 put it in a plastic rubbish bag and tie it when full 
 place the plastic bag in a second bin bag and tie it 
 put it in a suitable and secure place marked for storage for 72 hours 

This waste will be stored safely and securely and kept away from children. I 
will not put this waste in communal waste areas until the waste has been 
stored for at least 72 hours. 

 COVID-19: cleaning of 
non-healthcare settings 
outside the home. 
Last updated 15 July 
2020 
 
Safe working in 
education, childcare 
and children’s social 
care settings, including 
the use of personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) 
Updated 21 July 2020 
 
Links have been 
updated 

An anyone develops 
symptoms of coronavirus 
whilst on the premises 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updated here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If anyone in the setting displays symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, they/ 
I must self-isolate for at least 10 days from when the symptoms started. A 
test will be organised to see if they/I have COVID-19 – go to testing to 
arrange.  
If anyone at my setting has possible symptoms I know that I should contact 
PHE Health Protection Team – South West for advice. 
Telephone 0300 303 8162 (option 1, then option 1)  
Out of hours advice 0300 303 8162 (option 1)  
 
If they/I are not experiencing symptoms but have tested positive for 
COVID-19 they/I also must self-isolate for at least 10 days, starting from the 
day the test was taken. If they/I develop symptoms during this isolation 
period, then they/I must restart the 10-day isolation from the day the 
symptoms developed. 
After 10 days, if they/I still have a temperature we will continue to self-isolate 
and seek medical advice. I am aware that they/I  do not need to self-isolate 
after 10 days if you only have a cough or loss of sense of smell or taste, as 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19: guidance 
for households with 
possible coronavirus 
infection  
Last updated 4 August 
2020 
 
Safe working in 
education, childcare 
and children’s social 
care settings, including 
the use of personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) 
Updated 21 July 2020 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
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Assistants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

these symptoms can last for several weeks after the infection has gone 
 
If a member of staff has helped someone who was taken unwell with 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, they do not need to go home unless 
they develop symptoms themselves. They should wash their hands 
thoroughly for 20 seconds after any contact with someone who is unwell. 
Cleaning the area with normal household disinfectant after someone with 
symptoms has left will reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other 
people 
The government advice here seems to imply that if other children have had 
contact with a child with symptoms in your setting they would not have to go 
home because they do not have symptoms themselves - it’s only if 
people/children have symptoms that they have to go home, self-isolate and 
get tested. 

 
 

 

 
Coronavirus (COVID-
19): implementing 
protective measures in 
education and childcare 
settings see section on 
‘What happens if 
someone becomes 
unwell at an 
educational or childcare 
setting?’ 
Updated 1st June 2020 
 
 
Links updated 

Note to parents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If a child develops 
symptoms of coronavirus 
whilst on the premises. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone with symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) must immediately 
self-isolate for 10 days and arrange to have a test to see if they have 
COVID-19 – go to testing to arrange. 
I need the cooperation of parents in this regard to this government 
advice in order to keep children safe in my setting. 
 
 
If a child begins displaying a continuous cough or a high temperature, they 
will be sent home to isolate as per the guidelines.  
Parents will be expected to arrange collection of their child as soon as 
possible after I have notified them that their child is unwell.  
 
If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved, to a room where they can 
be isolated behind a closed door, depending on the age of the child and with 
appropriate adult supervision. I would consider how to safely ventilate the 
room. If it is not possible to isolate a child I would move them to an area 
which is at least 2 metres away from other people as per the government 
guidance 
 
If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they will use 
a separate bathroom. This is the government guideline but it may not be 
possible. The bathroom will be cleaned and disinfected using standard 
cleaning products before being used by anyone else. 

Emergency contact details 
will be kept up to date and 
reviewed regularly.   
  

Coronavirus (COVID-
19): implementing 
protective measures in 
education and childcare 
settings 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
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What happens after 
testing 

I would clean with normal disinfectant after someone with symptoms has left 
to reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other people.  

Essential workers, which includes anyone involved in education, childcare or 
social work, and their households, have priority access to testing.Where the 
child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or 
group within their childcare or education setting should be sent home and 
advised to self-isolate for 14 days. 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can 
return to their setting and the fellow household members can end their self-
isolation.  

Advice for the household 
of the child/person who 
has tested positive 
Altered 

All other household members must stay at home and not leave the house 
for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in 
the household became ill or if they do not have symptoms, from the day 
their test was taken. If anyone else in the household starts displaying 
symptoms, they must stay at home for at least 10 days from when their 
symptoms appear, regardless of what day they are on in their original 14-
day isolation period 
 

 COVID-19: guidance 
for households with 
possible coronavirus 
infection 
Last updated 4 August 
2020 
 
Testing and tracing for 
coronavirus 
Updated links 

Testing and tracing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will engage with the NHS Test and Trace process and respond rapidly to 
confirmed cases 
 
I also know how to contact my local PHE health protection team, and I will 
do so as soon as I have a confirmed case (NB a childminders can contact 
PHE South West for advice  even if he/she has a suspected case) or an 
overall rise in suspected cases within my childcare setting. Based on the 
advice from our local PHE health protection team, I must ask those people 
who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive to 
self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person 
when they were infectious. 
 

 Testing and tracing 
for coronavirus 
 
PHE Health Protection 
Team – South West 
Centre HPT (Bristol) 
Telephone 0300 303 
8162 (option 1, then 
option 1)  
Out of hours advice 
0300 303 8162 (option 
1)  
Added PHE details 

Added, notification to 
Ofsted 

As well as contacting PHE South West I know I must now also inform Ofsted 
of a positive Covid test at my setting. (The Early Years Dept also politely 
requests that providers let the local authority know too) 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
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What is the Hazard: Transmission of Covid-19 by contact with an individual who is unwell 
Is the hazard adequately controlled by implementing the social distancing control measures detailed above?  Yes/No (Please indicate) 

Risk assessment shared (for example by email/website/social media) 
 

With 
parent and 
carers      

With childminding assistant 
 

 With another setting:  

Risk assessment completed by childminder 
 

 
Signature 


